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News from the Richmond Animal Shelter and  
the Richmond Animal Protection Society (RAPS) 
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Longtime shelter sweetheart 
goes home for good!   
  
Mia is a Pit Bull who was at the 
Richmond Animal Shelter for 
more than one and a half 
years.  Historically, the stigma 
and myths about the Pit Bull 
breed can cause people to over-
look these dogs to adopt, espe-
cially since they are categorized 
as a ‘dangerous dog’ in Rich-

mond.  As a result, Mia was at the RAPS City Shelter longer 
than any dog, despite the fact that she has a wonderful personal-
ity, a happy and playful demeanor, great training potential and 
high intelligence.  Mia just needed the right person to come 
along, and that right person was Melanie.   
 
Melanie saw Mia for what she really was.  That’s when the staff 
at RAPS realized why Mia was at the RAPS City Shelter for so 
long.  Mia was just waiting for Melanie.  Now these two ladies 
are enjoying the adventures of life together - hiking, training for 
agility and sharing lots of hugs!  We are so glad that Melanie and 
Mia found each other.   
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Downtown Dogs 
Owner and Certified 
Master Trainer  
Christine Reynard, is 

offering drop-in dog  
obedience classes on Saturday 
mornings at the Richmond 
Animal Shelter. 
  
These fun and energetic 
classes incorporate elements 
from Basic and Intermediate 
Obedience and Rally Obedi-
ence and Agility. (Pls. bring a 
“martingale” style training 
collar and a 6-foot leash.) 
 

Class are from 9:30-10:30 
AM every Saturday morning 
(rain or shine!).  Arrive at 
9:15 AM to check-in and pay. 
$10.00 per class session.  

The Richmond Animal Protection Society 
(RAPS) is a registered charity that operates the 
Richmond Animal Shelter and the RAPS Cat 
Sanctuary.  Visit us at: 12071 No. 5 Road, 

Richmond, BC  V7A 4E9   
(604) 275-2036 / www.rapsociety.com������������

To receive RAPS’ monthly 
email newsletter, sign up at:  

www.rapsociety.com  
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Sat. Oct. 4, 11, 18, 25-- Drop-in Obedience Class at the 
Richmond Animal Shelter.  (9:15-check in; 9:30 - instruc-
tion begins) 
Sunday Afternoons in September -- Visiting Hours at 
the RAPS Cat Sanctuary (1:00 - 4:00 PM).  Call 604-275

-2036 for directions.  
Halloween "PAWty" at RAPS  -- Sat., Oct. 
31; 1:00 to 3:00 PM weather permit-
ting.  Check the RAPS website for the latest 
schedule.  Get your dog's costume ready!  
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By Shane Burnham�

 
The RAPS Animal Control Officers (ACO) have a hard job, but they take every day in 
stride.  Here are a few of their adventures.   

 
SEPT 6 - RAPS received a report of a pit-bull type dog running loose 
near the Steve Nash Sports Club. Officer Kilborn attended and appre-
hended the dog with little resistance. This was the fourth time the dog 
had been at large this year. Due to the dog being a "dangerous dog" as 
defined by local bylaws and this being the fourth impound, the negligent 
owner could not pay the fines. The dog is now in a loving home with a 
secure yard. 
  

SEPT 10 - RAPS received a complaint from the River Rock Casino of two Rottweilers roaming 
the property and causing a disturbance. Officer Burnham attended and patrolled for the dogs. 
Burnham spoke to the valet at the casino and received a description of the dogs. The dogs were 
nowhere to be seen at this point. Officer Burnham, having sound knowledge of the area, at-
tended a nearby residence where he believed the dogs were from. Burnham found the culprits 
back at their home. Burnham spoke to the owner and requested he keep the dogs confined to 
his property. 
   
SEPT 15 - RAPS received a complaint about a large dog that had harassed an elderly man three 
times in the past week. Burnham attended and requested the owner keep the dog confined. The 
next day RAPS received another report. Due to the hostile nature of the owners Burnham re-
quested RCMP assistance this time when attending. Burnham issued two tickets to the owner 
and requested bylaw compliance.  
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Fri., Nov. 20th  

Legends Pub & Grill 
 

Get your tickets now!  
$14/person  

 

To donate silent auction items to 
help RAPS rescue animals, contact 

Sonya at 604-275-2036. 
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Zody is a lovely eight-year-old girl.  She has a calm demeanour and a 
friendly personality.  She loves to greet new people with her 
‘imaginary’ tail.  Zody is an unexpectedly energetic dog on walks – 
don’t let her adorable grey muzzle fool you! Once she gets going, she 
really gets going! This little gal still has some pep in her step and 
would love a new partner to cuddle up to. 
 
Pepsi is a sweet nine-year-old Min Pin. He 

was surrendered to us on May 15 because the child in the family was 
allergic. Pepsi does have a dominant streak so he will need a Min-Pin 
savvy home. He is not good with cats due to his high prey drive, but 
he is great with dogs. He has lots of energy and loves to use it up by 
going on bike rides and long walks or runs. If you can give Pepsi a 
second chance, please visit him at RAPS. 
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In November, the Richmond 
City Council will consider 
an amendment to the busi-
ness operation bylaw requir-
ing that rabbits in pet stores 
be spayed or neutered prior 
to sale to the public.  The 

spirit of this amendment is to address the 
extraordinary number of domestic rabbits 
that are loose in Richmond’s recreational 
areas, farms and business parks.  Please let 
the City Council know that you support 
this effort to limit the rabbit population in 
Richmond by emailing the council at  
mayorandcouncillors@richmond.ca or 
call City Hall at 604-276-4134 to voice 
your support. Thank you for helping  
Richmond’s rabbits. �
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Keeping the public up-to-date on animal issues and 
programs at the Richmond Animal Shelter is an  
important task.  Animal welfare issues influence 
our every day lives from rabbits in our parks to 
knowing how to help a stray dog or cat on your 
street.   This is why the Richmond Animal Protec-
tion Society launched The Richmond Pet Paper.  
And right now, reaching out to our community is 
more important than ever! 
 

The Richmond Pet Paper is distributed to the  
majority of Richmond’s community centers and 
quality pet food stores, dog training centers, thrift 
stores and more.  Last month, over 500 copies were 
delivered, and most locations requested more! It’s 
time to expand.  RAPS is looking for business do-
nors advertise in the Richmond Pet Paper.  Adver-
tising is just a $60.00/month donation to RAPS for 
a 2x4” advertisement. Email Christie at  
newsletter@rapsociety.com for more information. �



RAPS has lots of 
great bunny waste 
FREE for pick-up at 
the Richmond Ani-
mal Shelter.  This 

material is great for gardens or 
compost bins.  Bring a box, bag 
or bin to the Richmond Animal 
Shelter.   
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This month the Richmond Ani-
mal Shelter needs donations of 
the  following items:  

· paper towels/toilet paper 
· eco-friendly cleaning sup-

plies 
· liquid (not powder) laundry 

soap 
· wet and dry cat food  
· A/D canned cat food (from a 

veterinarian) 
· plain printer paper 
· Lean Cuts dog food 
· scotch tape, binder clips and 

office supplies 
 

Donations can be dropped 
off at the Richmond  
Animal Shelter at  
12071 No. 5 Rd.   
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How much do you know about 
your Richmond Animal Shel-
ter? Try our quiz to find out! 
 
1) Which of these animals are 

for adoption the shelter? 
�  cats, dogs & rabbits 
�  chinchillas & hamsters 
�  rats, mice & birds 
�  all of the above 

 
2) How many cats currently 
await adoption at the shelter? 

�  10-20 
�  20-40 
�  40-80 

 
3) Who do you call when you 
see a stray dog? 

�  library 
�  telepathic animal  

communicator 
�  Richmond Animal Shelter 

�
Donation Card for the Richmond Animal Protection Society  

Oct. 2009 Richmond Pet Paper 
Please mail to:  12071 No. 5 Road , Richmond, BC  V7A 4E9 

Name:                 

Address:                 

City:        Province:     Postal Code:        

Email:                 

Donation Amount:  $    o  Cheque    o  Visa    o  MasterCard 

Card No:     Expiry Date:      

Signature:               

Answers to ‘Test Your Knowledge’ 
1) all of the above  2)  40-80 cats 
3) Richmond Animal Shelter 


